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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On behalf of myself and on behalf
of the workforce, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome you all to

the final of Qatar Cup 2023, the
tournament’s eighth edition, and
congratfulate Al Sadd and Al Duhail
clubs on qualifying for the final
match deservingly. | also commend
the distinguished participation of alll
teams in this edition.

This tournament has had an
important role since its inception

in Qatar’s professional football
horizon, as it enhances the spirit of
competition between all clubs with
the aim of effective and positive
participation, and winning the
prestigious cup.

The Qatar Stars League (QSL), in
co-operation with its partners and
stakeholders, is keen to make every
effort in this fournament to achieve
the desired success at various
organizational and technical levels.

Last but not the least, | extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to
everyone who confributed with us towards organizing this edition of the
tournament, sponsors, partners and stakeholders as well as various media
outlets. We reiterate our desire to continue our fruitful co-operation in various
events, activities and tournaments.

H.E. SHEIKH HAMAD BIN KHALIFA BIN AHMED AL THANI
President, Qatar Stars League



THE SPACE TO ENJOY
YOUR SPACE TOYOTA

Premium crossover, made versatile to fit your needs.

BROCHURE

*Vehicle pictured and specifications detailed may vary from model/grades.
Please check with the Toyota Showroom for more information.

LARGEST For more information
SERVICE — callour —
NETW@QRK Follow us on f ¥ @ lin Tovoraarar

T on «ro.0.3 Wilg-alg goiSllayc alllaye 84y //N/N/A
ommss‘s’.‘ﬁ.?ﬂ?ﬁ www'toyotaqatancom Abdullah Abdulghani & Bros. Co. W.L.L. # /




QATAR CUP 2023

THE GLORIOUS CUP

The eighth edition of Qatar Cup, The

Glorious Cup, saw the participation of
top-four clubs in the 2021-2022 season
QNB Stars League (Al Sadd, Al Duhail,
Al Wakrah and Al Arabi in that order).

The Qatar Cup aftracts much
attention because of its unique history
and intense competition between the
four elite feams in each season.

Throughout its history, the competition
has played a prominent role in the
development of professional footballl
in Qatar with its high technical levels.
It also helps the clubs in domestic and
overseas tournaments.

The Qatar Cup is a continuation of the

Golden Cup and Heir Apparent’s Cup,

organised for the first time in the 1994-
1995 season under the name Golden
Cup. The name was changed to Heir
Apparent’s Cup in its second edition in
1995-1996.

The 2013-2014 season saw the
competition being rebranded as
Qatar Cup to represent the great
State of Qatar and its people.

The annual fournament continues to
receive wide media coverage, and
draws the attention of sponsors and
supporting companies.

TOURNAMENT FORMAT

The top-four teams in the league
championship qualify for the Qatar
Cup.

A straight knockout competition
features two semifinal matches
between the first and fourth-placed
teams and second and third-placed
teams in the QNB Stars League.

The winner of each semifinal
progresses to the final fixture.

The Qatar Cup offers new
opportunities for clubs to mark their
names in the annals of Qatar football
history, which features the elite of
Qatari teams, and is certainly a value
addition to the QSL's events and
competitions.



SPONSORS/STAKEHOLDERS/PARTNERS

The Qatar Stars League extends its
thanks and appreciation to all sponsors,
stakeholders and partners of Qatar Cup

2023, the tournament’s eighth edition.

Official Sponsors

Official Automotive Partner Official Broadcaster Partner
Official Delivery Partner Official Medical Channel
PARTNERS

Branding Partner

Water Partner

Ticketing Solution Partner

Business Partner

Charity/CSR Partner

Business Partner






AL SADD CLUB

Al Sadd are the 2021-2022 season
QNB Stars League champions
and regular competitors for all
championships and ftitles.

They are one of the clubs that
compete regularly in the Qatar Cup
and have not missed the tournament
since it was relaunched and renamed
in 2014. They are participating in this
edition for the eighth time in a row.

Al Sadd won the Qatar Cup three
fimes (2017, 2020 and 2021) and

are the champions in the last two
editions. They are striving hard to win
the championship for the third time
in a row and fourth time since the
tfournament was rebranded in 2014.

Their participation in the tournament
came by virfue of having won the
league championship last season with
62 points (20 victories and two draws)
and were the only team that did not
lose a match, scoring 80 goals and
conceding 24 goals over 22 weeks.

Al Sadd have a number of prominent
professionals, be they overseas
players or nationals, most notably
Algerian striker Baghdad Bounedijah,
Qatar international star Akram

Afif, captain of Al Sadd and Qatar
national team Hassan Al Haydous,
strong defender Boualem Khoukhi,
Spanish star Santi Cazorla and
goalkeeper Saad Al Dossari.

The team is coached by Spaniard
Juan Manuel Lillo ‘Juanma’, who
took overin June, 2022, from his
compatriot Javi Gracia.
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AL DUHAIL CLUB

Al Duhail, runners-up in the 2021-
2022 season QNB Stars League, are
strong and regular competitors in all
tournaments and matches.

They regularly compete in the
Qatar Cup and have not missed the
tournament since it was relaunched
and renamed in 2014. They are also
participating in this edition for the
eighth time in a row.

They won the championship twice

— (2015 in the second edition and
2018 in the fifth edition) — and are
considered as one of the favourites in
the Qatar Cup.

Al Duhail’s participation came by
virtue of being the second-placed
team in the league with 47 points
(14 victories, five draws and three
defeats). They scored 59 goals and
conceded 24 over 22 weeks.

Al Duhail are noted for the presence
of a number of prominent stars,

be they overseas professionals or
nationals, who enrich the feam and
help it stand out in many tournaments
and matches, most hotably Kenyan
striker Michael Olunga, captain
Almoez Ali, South Korean professional
Nam Tae-Hee, Tunisian midfielder
Ferjani Sassi, Ismail Mohammed and
goalkeeper Salah Zakaria.

The team is coached by Argentinian
Hernan Crespo, who took over the
reins from Portuguese Luis Castro in
March, 2022.
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Our multidisciplinary team of expert clinicians provides seamless patient
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AL WAKRAH CLUB

Al Wakrah qualified for the Qatar Cup
2023 having finished third in the 2021-
2022 season QNB Stars League.

They collected 37 points from 11 wins,
four draws and seven defeats. They
scored 34 goals and conceded 30
over 22 weeks.

Al Wakrah's participation in the
eighth edition of The Glorious Cup is
the first since its relaunch under the
new name (Qatar Cup) in 2014.

Last season, the team presented AL-WAKRAHSC

distinguished levels and was one of
the strong competitors to be in the
first positions, finally finishing in third
place.

Al Wakrah have stars at a high level
in all departments and positions,

the most prominent of whom are
Algerian forward and noted scorer
Mohamed Benyettou, skillful player
with great technical capabilities
Angolan Jacinto Dalg, strong Brazilian
defender Lucas Mendes, team
captain and midfielder Anmed Fadel,
Hazem Shehata, Khaled Munir and
goalkeeper Saoud Al Khater.
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Al Wakrah have stability at the
technical level as Spaniard Marques
Lopez has been coaching the team
for several seasons. He has achieved
remarkable success with the team in
terms of performance and results in
the recent fimes.
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AL ARABI CLUB

Al Arabi's participation in the eighth
edition of Qatar Cup came after they
finished in fourth place in the 2021-
2022 season QNB Stars League.

The team bagged 36 points, winning
11 matches, drawing three and losing
eight. They also scored 34 goals and
conceded 31 over 22 weeks.

Al Arabi’s participation in The Glorious
Cup is their first since its relaunch
under the new name (Qatar Cup) in
2014.

Al Arabi are considered as one of the
historic clubs in Qatar football and
have a large fan base. They present
strong and distinguished levels in
many fournaments and matches.

The team is noted for the presence
number of players with great
ical capabilities, most notably
iker Omar Al Somah, who
is season, captain
al team and one




AL SADD BEAT AL ARABI IN SEMIFINAL



AL DUHAIL DEFEAT AL WAKRAH IN
SEMIFINAL



THE SPEARHEAD
BAGHDAD

BOUNEDJAH

Algerian spearhead Baghdad Bounedjah has been one of the main pillars of Al
Sadd in the past seasons.

He is noted for his fighting spirit, enthusiasm and strength on the field, and
always poses difficulties for rival defenders with his movements, high technical
capabilities, ability to find gaps and goal-scoring skills.

He has contributed towards Al Sadd’s various championship tfriumphs over the
years ever since he joined them in the 2015-2016 season. They include three
Qatar Cup (2017, 2020 and 2021) triumphs since its inception under the new
name in 2014.

He also won the Mansour Muftah Award for the Top Scorer twice — 2018-2019
and 2020-2021 seasons — in addition to his good displays in many fournaments,
where Al Sadd compete.

Bounedjah was born on November 24, 1991, in the city of Oran. Before joining
Al Sadd, he played with Tunisian club Efoile du Sahel and Algerian club Union El
Harrach.




THE CAPTAIN
HASSAN
AL HAYDOUS

Hassan Al Haydous, the captain of Al Sadd and Qatar national team, is one of
the most prominent players on the football scene in general and Al Sadd club in
particular over the past many seasons.

Al Haydous is one of the main pillars on which the team relies in all fournaments and
matches. He is noted for his high technical capabilities and abilities to score goals and
create them, and is one of the players who can make a difference. He is one of the
experienced players of Al Sadd and Qatar national team.

He has contributed towards Al Sadd’s various championship friumphs, be they
league, Amir Cup or Qatar Cup, and was a member of the Al Sadd team that won
the AFC Champions League in 2011. He also won bronze medal at the Club World
Cupin Japanin 2011.

Al Haydous also made great achievements with the Qatar national team, most
notably winning the 2019 AFC Asian Cup in the UAE.




THE SCORER
MICHAEL

OLUNGA

Prominent Kenyan striker Michael Olunga is one of the best scorers on the
football arena. One of the main players of Al Duhail, he presents strong levels in
many matches and tournaments where they compete.

He is noted for his physical strength, speed, skill and high technical capabilities
that made him one of the best scorers not only in the domestic football arena,
but also in Asia as he had won the AFC Champions League 2021 Top Scorer
award.

He also won the Mansour Muftah Award for the Top Scorer in the 2021-2022
football season by scoring 24 goals in QNB Stars League.

Olunga was born on March 26, 1994. He previously played for Kenyan club
Tusker and, in 2016, moved to Swedish team Djurgardens. He also played for
Spanish club Girona before joining Japanese side Kashiwa Reysol in 2018. In
2020, he won the Golden Boot and MVP award in the Japanese League and
then joined Al Duhail in January, 2021.




THE TRUMP CARD

ALMOEZ
ALl

Almoez Aliis one of the distinguished players on the domestic and Asian football
scenes. His successes are great, be they with Al Duhail or the Qatar national tfeam.

He is the captain of the tfeam and one of the stars who can make a difference with
his high distinguished levels. He has the ability to play in more than one position —as a
striker, winger or midfielder.

Almoez is known for his fighting spirit, and technical and scoring capabilities, which
made him one of the leading scorers at the local and Asian levels.

He won the awards for the best player and top scorer at the 2019 AFC Asian Cup
in the UAE with nine goals as Qatar won the championship. Almoez thus etched his
name in the records of Asian Cup as one of the most important stars on the continent.

He has also contributed towards Al Duhail’s various championship triumphs, including
the Qatar Cup 2018 in its fifth edition after its launch under the new name in 2014.




CORONATION

AMBITION

JUANMA

Al Sadd Coach

Spanish coach Juan Manuel Lillo
(Juanma) took charge of Al Sadd
replacing compatriot Javi Gracia.

He has had a number of coaching
stints, be they in Spain or other
countries, and his most prominent
coaching assignments were with Real
Sociedad and Almeria.

He also worked as an assistant coach
of the Chile national team (2015-
2016) and Spanish club Sevilla (2016-
2017), before moving in 2020 to work
as an assistant to Pep Guardiola in
Manchester City.

He started his coaching career early, in
1981, and won a number of titles and
championships with many clubs, where
he was at the helm.

Juanma, born on November 3, 1965,
has great ambitions with Al.Sadd to

winkchampionships and titles, in
QatarCup 2023.




A NEW

CHALLENGE

HERNAN CRESPO

Al Duhail Coach

Argentinian Hernan Crespo took over
the task of coaching Al Duhail from
Portuguese Luis Castro in March, 2022.

Crespo is one of the reputed names in
world football through his association
with a number of clubs, most notably
River Plate, Parma, Lazio, Inter Milan,
Chelsea, AC Milan and Genoa.

He also represented his country’s
national team in many international
matches and tournaments, most
notably the 1998 and 2002 FIFA World
Cups.

He was named among the 100 best
football players by FIFA.

Moving on, Crespo coached Brazilian
club Sao Paulo, after his success with
Defensa Justicia. He was also at the
helm of Argentinian club Banfield and
[talian club Modena.

Crespo, born on July 5, 1975, in
Buenos Aires, has new challenges and
ambitions with Al Duhail to win titles
and championships, including the

up 2023.




CHAMPIONS RUNNERS-UP

AL DUHAIL, EL JAISH,

AL SADD, AL SAILIYA EL JAISH AL DUHAIL

2014

AL DUHAIL, AL SADD,

EL JAISH, QATAR SC AL DUHAIL EL JAISH

2015

AL RAYYAN,
2016 EL JAISH, AL SADD, EL JAISH AL DUHAIL
AL DUHAIL

AL DUHAIL, AL SADD,

AL RAYYAN, EL JAISH AL SADD EL JASH

2017

AL DUHAIL, AL SADD,
2018 AL RAYYAN, AL DUHAIL AL SADD
AL GHARAFA

AL SADD, AL DUHAIL,
2020 AL SAILIYA, AL SADD AL DUHAIL
AL RAYYAN

AL DUHAIL, AL
2021 RAYYAN, AL SADD, AL SADD AL DUHAIL
AL GHARAFA

AL SADD, AL DUHAIL,
2023 AL WAKRAH, = =
AL ARABI
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